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   The Skagit Valley Genealogical Society Newsletter  ac-
cepts business card size advertisement. The cost will be 
$10.00 per issue and the editor can help put one together 
for you if you don’t have something ready. 
   If anyone would like queries or surnames to be posted in 
the newsletter, please send to... Ye Editor  

SVGS  Board of Directors  2012 
 

President: Dottie Chandler  
360-757-0966 dotcom10@frontier.com  
 
Vice President: Barbara Johnson  
360-856-0870 raptorwoman@gmail.com  
 
Secretary: Muriel Neely  
 
Treasurer: Lois LeBlonde  
360-293-7447 leblojf@frontier.com  
 
Past President: Hazel Rasar  
hrasar@gmail.com  
 
Archival Historian: Dan Royal  
360-826-6141 dmoroyal@earthlink.net  
 
Education: Eric Stroschein  
360-770-9509 eric@generationsdetective.com  
 
Genealogist: Diane Partington  
360-336-5832 nonie.dl@comcast.net  
 
Librarian: Margie Wilson  
360-798-1681 wilsongm@frontier.com  
 
Membership: Christine Cooper  
360-202-9451 cooper2chris@yahoo.com  
 
Newsletter: Dottie Chandler Pro-temp  
 
 

Webmaster: George Ridgeway  
360-424-4427 4george30@comcast.net  
Projects : OPEN  
Publications: OPEN  
Ways & Means: OPEN  
 
Publicity: Margie Wilson  
360-798-3882 wilsongm@frontier.com  
Special Committees  
Communications:  
Hazel Rasar  
svgsgenealogy@mail.com.  
Sunshine: Portia Stacey  
360-826-4838 portiastacey@msn.com  
 
Nominating: Shirley Christenson  
 
Audit/Budget: Sharon Johnson  
360-445-5483 johnson@sos.net  
Bylaws/Standing Rules: Joe LeBlonde  
360-293-7447 leblojf@frontier.com  
 
Refreshments: OPEN  
Raffles/Door Prizes: Sharon Johnson  
 
Obituary Index: Nancy Bonafede  
 
Special History  
Projects: Dan Royal  
SOCIETY EMAIL: genealogy0715@gmail.com  

Comb Binding ...   
For members, The society owns a comb binding ma-
chine.  If you call Dan Royal @ 360-826-6141 he will 
make arrangements to bind your pages into a book 
for you.    Cost is:  $1.00 per book to cover supplies. 

Burlington Public Library 
 
820 E Washington Ave 
Burlington, WA  98233 
Phone (360) 755-0760 
Email:  
blibrary@ci.burlington.wa.us  
Hours: Monday – Thursday 
11:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday 
11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday – Closed 
SVGS Library Collection 
located here. SVGS Volun-
teers available on Mondays 
from 11:00—1:00 to assist with 
questions.  
Margie Wilson—SVGS Librarian 
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I hope everyone is having a great summer so far. This year is going fast. If you missed our 
25th anniversary, it was a nice time. We had Rita give the History of the Skagit Valley 

Genealogical Society. Bob Witherspoon a member of the Washington State Genealogical Society was there to give us a speech on 
our success. There was a presentation of silver certificates of the charter members who are Sharon Johnson, Carol Oglesbee, Dottie 
Cross, Colleen Thulen and Mary Jo Wolden. These were presented by Hazel. Dottie presented the Lifetime members with certifi-
cates and they were Hazel Rasar, Shirley Fisher, Laura Sparr and Sharon Johnson. After the presentations Dan spoke about the Spe-
cial Histtory Books which is very soon to be published. He showed us a rough draft of the books. Then we had socializing with cake 
and refreshments. Thank you everyone who attended. 
I hope that the society can last another 25 years, but it will take new and old members to help keep it alive. Remember we are here to 
help each other with support and help one another. We are also here to preserve history and its record as well as meeting new friends 
that share a common interest. Most people use computers now a days but we still need hard copied for back ups. 
Remember September is around the corner and we will be resuming our meetings. Nominations are open for President and Secretary 
still. Step up and be a volunteer for those positions or other projects. 
Dottie Chandler, President 

Summer Journal 2012 
                                                                                 President: Dottie Chandler 

   Summer Journal Editor Dan Royal 
PO BOX 715, CONWAY, WA 98238-0715 
Web site: http://www.rootsweb.com/~wasvgs 

Continued on page 2 

25 Years of Genealogy 
 

§ The Skagit Valley Genealogical Society was officially 

formed in January 1987 to promote interest in family his-

tory and genealogy.  The society will have a celebration 

on June 23, 2012, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm at the Burlington 

Library honoring all past and present members of the so-

ciety with special honors to our charter members, Dottie 

Cross, Sharon Johnson, 

and Colleen Thulen.  

The society currently 

meets on the fourth 

Tuesday of the months 

of March, April, May, 

June, September and 

October at 7:00 pm.  

Meetings for November, 

January and February 

are held on the fourth 

Saturday at 1:00 pm at 

the Burlington Library.  Meetings are open to anyone in-

terested in genealogy. 

§  The history of Skagit Valley Genealogical Society be-

gan in the 1970s when a group of interested individuals 

formed study groups with a shared interest in genealogy.   

These persons met monthly at the Mount Vernon Library.  

They shared their successes, and their problems (brick 

walls).  They carpooled to visit other societies, Seattle 

libraries, National Ar-

chives and other reposi-

tories to do research.  

During this period the 

Church of the Latter 

Day Saints opened the 

Family History Center 

in Mount Vernon; that 

resource opened another 

access to records in Salt 

Lake City, Utah. 

§  Interest in genealogy 

was increasing, so in 

November 1986, an Dottie Chandler presenting Lifetime Membership certificates to Hazel 
Rasar and Sharon Johnson. 
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is the societies collection of genealogical materials in the 

realm of books, magazines, CDs and other media.  The 

society collection is housed in a special section at the 

Burlington Library.  In 1988 a small donation of books 

was the beginning of the library collection which has re-

cently grown to over 1,720 books and manuscripts.  An 

expansion of the 

genealogical 

section has re-

cently occurred.  

This collection 

contains refer-

ence books, re-

sources for 

every state, 

books relating 

specifically to 

Skagit County 

and many mili-

tary books.  Our 

library is open to 

the public 6 days 

a week with re-

search assistance 

from society 

members from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm every Monday except 

for specific days when the library is closed. 

§  The Skagit Valley Genealogical Society has provided 

25 years of genealogy assistance to its members and the 

community and will continue with its mission of educa-

tion and preservation of genealogical material.  For fur-

ther information contact society president, Dottie Chan-

dler, 360-757-0966.  Email at dotcom10@frontier.com or 

visit the society website at:  http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/

~wasvgs.  

 

article was placed in the newspaper to see if there was 

enough interest to form a local genealogy society.  With 

the assistance of two members of the Whatcom County 

Genealogical Society, bylaws and a charter were drawn.  

Skagit Valley Genealogical Society was officially formed 

on January 1, 1987 as a non-profit group and recognized 

as a formal soci-

ety by the Wash-

ington State Ge-

nealogical Soci-

ety, the National 

Genealogical So-

ciety and the Fed-

eration of Genea-

logical Societies.  

There were four-

teen charter 

members. 

§  For 25 years 

the society has 

continued to fol-

low the mission 

statement to pro-

mote interest in 

genealogy 

through education for members and the community at 

large.  This has been accomplished through knowledge-

able speakers willing to share their expertise in research at 

monthly meetings of the society.  The society has spon-

sored public seminars, conferences, classes,  and in recent 

years special events during October which has been des-

ignated as Family History Month.  The society publishes 

a newsletter 5 times a year and an annual journal of perti-

nent genealogical material annually. §  Another resource 

available to society members and to the local community 

Co-Editors of the long awaited book of Genealogical biographies from the Society– Dan 
Royal and Hazel Rasar present a mock-up of the two volume set. ‘Skagit County Washing-
ton and Its People!’ is close to being done. Content pages and Indexing are the final issues 
to tackle. See the flyer on page 15 asking for your interest to be on the mailing list. 
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Skagit Valley Genealogical Society  
20 Years Old!  

Extracted from the 2007 Summer Journal 
By Hazel Rasar 
 
Officially, the Skagit Valley Genealogical Society turned 
20 years old, on January 1, 2007. A small group of people 
decided to form a “new society” in the genealogical com-
munity in 1987. 
 
The roots of the society go much farther back, however.  
Many of the original members were part of a study group 
lead by Marjory Johnson.  Her interest in the hobby began 
in the early 1950s. 
 
Frances Byford believed that the study groups actually 
started about 1978.  There were two groups, one met in 
the afternoons and the other in the evenings. The after-
noon group met at the Mount Vernon City Library.  Susan 
Bos attended the evening group which also met at the li-
brary, and this group later moved to Marjory’s home. 
 
The groups offered one-on-one instruction and opportu-
nity to share a hobby.  At that time, attendance was small, 
normally six to eight people.  There was sharing of prob-
lems, successes, and car-pooling to Seattle libraries, ar-
chives and other places of research.  It was also during 
this time period that the Church of the Latter Days Saints 
opened the Family History Center in Mount Vernon, pro-
viding access to the many resources of the Family History 
Library in Salt Lake City.  Marjory also conducted classes 
at the Senior Center.  She spread her love and knowledge 
of genealogy to many people in Skagit County. 
 
Sharon Johnson and Colleen Thulen joined the group in 
the early 1980s.  At this time there was only one group 
which met at the Mount Vernon City Library in the after-
noon on the first Wednesday of each month.  These small 
group meetings continued until the death of Marjory 
Johnson. 
 
This small group wondered what they would do without 
their leader, but a member of the group for about 2 years, 
Betty Fellion stepped forward to fill the void.  She was 
small in stature, gentle in voice, quiet, and not one you 
would expect to take over.  But she was a champion, saw 
a need and filled it. 
 
On November 5, 1986, a meeting was held at the Knotty 
Pine Restaurant in Mount Vernon.  Six members decided 
to place an article in the newspaper to see if anyone else 
was interested in forming an area genealogical society.  
Dolores “Dee” Ackerman and Zelda Stout of the What-

com Genealogical Society attended this meeting to assist 
in giving helpful information on what to do towards 
“Society” formation.  Charter members listed in the min-
utes of that meeting were:  Dee Ackerman, Edna Bainter, 
Dottie Burr, Betty Fellion, Ann Flath, Sharon Johnson, 
Gen McMullen, John Marian, Carol Oglesbee, Hazel 
Pilkinton, Colleen Thulen, Nola VanWieringen, Lois 
Wold and Mary Jo Wolden. 
 
In January 1987, the first officers were chosen and the 
bylaws and charter of the Skagit Valley Genealogical So-
ciety were drawn.  Officers were:  Betty Fellion, Presi-
dent; John Marion, Vice-President; Carol Oglesbee, Sec-
retary; and Colleen Thulen, Treasurer.  Betty was an en-
couraging guide for the new organization, and despite 
health problems she was able to complete her presidential 
term in May 1988.  Membership had increased to 52, by 
the time of Betty’s death that summer.  Both Marjory and 
Betty left genealogical books to the group, thus planting 
the seeds for our ever expanding library. Our society li-
brary is presently situated at the Burlington Public Li-
brary at 900 Fairhaven Ave., Burlington. 
 
During the following years our membership continued to 
grow and flourish.  Every two years we have managed to 
find people who have volunteered to fill the positions for 
the different offices and the positions necessary to main-
tain a Board of Directors for the Society.  Our current 
membership is in excess of 150 very enthusiastic people.  
Many are just beginning to do their search for ancestors 

and others 
have a great 
deal of ex-
p e r i e n c e .  
We encour-
age our ex-
p e r i e n c e d 
members to 
assist the 
beginners in 
g e t t i n g 
started in 
the correct 
methods of 
research and 
documenta-
tion of their 
a n c e s t r a l 
families. 
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Extractions from Society Minute 
Book from 1987- June 1996 
A group of ladies had been meeting at the home of 
Marjorie Johnson and then the Mount Vernon library re-
searching their ancestry.  They were aware of the Belling-
ham chapter (Whatcom Genealogical Society) and invited 
a couple of people from that organization to come to 
Skagit County and assist with starting a Society here lo-
cally.  They held an exploratory meeting on Nov 5, 1986 
at the Knotty Pine Café in downtown Mount Vernon.  
There were 6 people present.  Marjorie Johnson had 
passed away and they collected $45 toward the purchase 
of research books in her honor.  Dee Ackerman and Zelda 
Stout from the Whatcom Society were present at that 
meeting. 
They placed an article in the newspaper for a meeting on 
Dec 5, 1986, to see how much interest they could find in 
starting a society locally. 
On January 7, 1987 they held the first official meeting of 
the Skagit Valley Genealogical Society with 24 members 
and 2 visitors.  Donations of books, magazines and peri-
odicals were accepted.  A time was set for the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 7 pm for regular meetings. 
The following are listed as charter/board members of this 
fledgling society: 
 
Betty Fellion – President   
Edna Bainter - Publicity  
John Marian – Vice President  
Carol Oglesbee – Secretary   
Nola Van Wieringen   Ann Flath  
Colleen Thulen – Treasurer  L o i s  W o l d 
Sharon Johnson – Programs  Hazel Pilkinton 
Genevieve McMullen   Mary Jo Walden 
Dottie Burr (now Cross)   Dolores Acker-
man 
 
In February, Janet Armbrust joined the group, started a 
card file with code numbers and listing surnames being 
researched by each member.  Janet was extremely knowl-
edgeable and  often held classes and gave programs.  By 
April this group had established a library, a filing system 

for surnames & locations being researched, a name of the 
organization and a time for regular meetings.  They also 
decided to ask each member to purchase and wear a name 
tag to meetings and to join the Washington State Genea-
logical Society and the Federation of Genealogical Socie-
ties.  It was determined that visitors should be allowed to 
attend for 2 meetings and then asked to join. 
Some of the earliest records used by this organization 
were Family Group Sheets, Pedigree Charts, Census Re-
cords and Funeral Home Records and how to use them 
and how important they were to get started in the right 
direction.  Janet Armbrust, a genealogist, gave the first 
programs in October 1987 and Peyton Kane began intro-
ducing the idea of using computers in genealogy. 
First newsletter was published in October 1987 by Mil-
dred Collett and Peyton Kane.  These were handed out at 
meetings.  Bylaws were written by September 1987 and 
Sharon Johnson signed the charter and the Articles of In-
corporation for our non-profit status. 
In January of 1988, one year after the founding of the so-
ciety,  Edna Bainter,  began collecting obituaries from 
local Skagit County newspapers and gluing them on 5 X 7 
cards and keeping them in a file where they could be eas-
ily retrieved.  At this time they decided to hold a contest 
to see how many older obituaries each member could con-
tribute to the files.  In this way they were able to build 
this into a useful tool which is still being used today. 
Some of the early members I found listed in 1988 are:  
Claudia Ebsworth, Edna Bainter, Gertrude Hammond, 
Vera Stuber, Peyton Kane, Colleen Thulen, Mildred Col-
lett, Genevieve McMullen, Eda Olney, Julie Steves, Lois 
Wold, Anita Jackson, Janet Armbrust, Dottie Burr, Nola 
Van Wieringen,  Virginia Crandall, Cora Kyle, JoAn 
Duckworth, Margery Tally, Arnold Stewart, Dolly 
Marquart and I joined the society in June of 1988.  These 
names are found on an early membership list for the soci-
ety.  In October of 1988 John and Shirlee Fisher joined 
the society and John was instrumental in getting the Bur-
lington Public Library to grant us space for our research 
books and materials.   
The following three pages are a reprint of the very 
first Newsletter put out by the Society. Enjoy! 
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Aberle, Jean B. 
Aberle, William Fergus 
Abrams, Harvey 
Ackerman, Dee ^^ 
Adams, Barbara 
Addie, Nancy 
Allen, Barbara  
Allen, Della  
Allen, James 
Allen, Josephine 
Almvig, Lynne 
Alvino, Howard 
Alvino, LisAnne 
Ambuehl, Barry 
Ammons, Phyllis Deanna 
Ammons, Sylvia 
Anderson, David 
Anderson, David O. 
Anderson, Elaine 
Anderson, Evelyn 
Anderson, Harvey 
Anderson, Pauline  
Anderson, Yvonda 
Armbrust, Earl 
Arndt, Arthur 
Arndt, MaryAnn 
Arthur, Lorraine  
Ashley, Della 
Avery, Yvonne 
Avila, Pamilla 
Bachman, Kelly  
Bainter, Edna ^^ 
Bainter, Leonard 
Baker, Carol Jean  
Baker, Vickey 
Ball, Richard H. 
Barb, Billie 
Bardue, David 
Bardue, Mollie 
Barger, Beverly  
Barnes, Christopher J. 
Barnier, Chadyane 
Barsness, Bonnie 
Bartelmey, Patricia 
Bartholomew, Dave 
Baylor, Stephen (Reg Rep) 
Becker, Colleen 
Bednar, Darilee 
Bell, Kathryn J. 
Bell, Marilyn 
Benedict, Don H. 
Benedict, Virginia  
Bennett, Eugene  
Bennett, Rene  
Bense, Janet 
Berentson, Joyce 
Berg, Marjorie Kay 

Berntson, Laura Lee 
Bettendorf, Jolene 
Blazek, Lynn 
Bloedel, Donna 
Bodin, Barbara 
Bonafede, Nancy 
Bond, Jeannie 
Bos, Susan 
Bourasaw, Noel 
Bradburn, Ione  
Bradford, Peter 
Branby, Winnifred "Loree"  
Breitling, Karen Margaret 
Bretvick, Helen 
Brevik, Lois 
Brown, Donald Parker 
Brown, Janet L. 
Brown, Lloyd J. 
Brown, Ronald Clyde 
Broyles, Carol 
Bruno, Joan 
Buchanan, Joan  
Buller, Merlene 
Bunk, Sandra 
Burke, Nancy  
Burke, Terrence 
Burnett, Elma  
Busskohl, Tordis Maland 
Buzzell, Mary 
Byford, Frances 
Byker, John A. 
Byker, Kathleen G. 
Cammock, Shaun  
Carle, Stephanie Crista Diaz 
Carlstrom, Charlotte 
Carlyle, Marguerite 
Carol, Mark 
Carol, Rose 
Carpenter, Eileen 
Carrig, Maurine 
Chandler, Dottie 
Chandler, Jennifer  
Chapman, Guy 
Chase, Lorrie 
Chase, Schaara  
Chavelle, Anna, M.D. 
Chilton, Pamela A.  
Choate, Harlan E. 
Choate, Ursula B.  
Christensen, Shirley 
Ciochetto, Anne Marie 
Clague, Charles E. Jr. 
Clark, Edith 
Clawson, R. Elaine 
Clifford, Judy V. 
Close, Gertrude  
Cochrane, Blanche L  

Collart, Beverly 
Collett, Bob 
Collett, Mildred 
Contreras, Carl 
Cook Avis 
Cook, Don 
Cook, Rose Marie 
Cookson, Margaret 
Cooper, Christine 
Cornwell, Marilyn  
Cotton, Carol 
Crandall, Virginia 
Crawford, Sharon L. 
Crosby, Jean  
Cross, Dottie (Burr)^^ 
Cross, Sterling 
Dalbey, Anne 
Dalbey, Barbara  
Darrow, Evelyn 
Dauphinee, Cecil 
Davis, Eleanor 
Dawson, Linda 
Dellinger, Mary Ellen 
Denton, Pamela 
Derr, Shirley 
Detwiler, Carl 
DeYonge, Sonjia  
Diaz, Ellen Lynn  
Diaz, Jennifer  
Diaz, Mary 
DiRito, Dana Jean  
Donovan‐Smith, Cherie A. 
Doran, Patricia L. 
Duckworth, JoAn 
Duffied, Linda 
Dunham, Anne T  
Dunham, Robert 
Dye, Marilyn 
Earnst, Kathleen 
Earnst, Kenneth 
Earp, Walter R. 
Ebsworth, Claudia 
Eddy, Frances Helen  
Eddy, James Albert 
Ehlers, Carol Jean 
Ellestad, Renee 
Ellinger, Nora Alice 
Sundquist, Arlene  
Enders, Mary Kathleen  
Enevoldsen, Bette 
English, Linda 
Enzmann, George 
Enzmann, Janet 
Erickson, Carol Grace  
Erickson, Cortney 
Erven, Beverly 
Fagot, Debbie 

Fagot, Gregory 
Fasso, D. Eileen 
Faulkner, Viola M. 
Fellion Betty ^^ 
Fisher, John ** 
Fisher, Keith 
Fisher, Shirlee ** 
Fitzgeralsd, W. David 
Fitzgeraqld, Alice W.  
Flaherty, Maxine  
Flath, Ann Robbins ^^ 
Floetke, Sue 
Flores, Lori 
Ford, Diana S.  
Fowler, Sharon 
Fox, Becky L. 
Fox, Christopher L. 
Freeman, Patsy  
Freeman, Paul David 
Froneberger, Holly Ann  
Fuhr, William H. 
Fuller, Wanda 
Galbreath, Betty  
Galbreath, Jerry (son) 
Gamble, Dolores 
Gammell, Betty 
Ganske, Clifford 
Ganske, Debbie 
Gates, Helen 
Gifford, Sheila 
Gifford, Yale 
Gilden, Tami 
Gilmore, Billie Jean  
Glau, Patricia C.  
Goll, Norman 
Good, Janet L.  
Gothberg, Rhonda Jean  
Graves, David A. 
Graves, Lynda L. 
Gray, Harriet Braun 
Gray, Lee 
Green, Albert 
Green, Peggy M. 
Greenfield, James L. 
Greenfield, LaRetta 
Grisotti, Patricia Ann 
Gubrud, Sharon Lee  
Gurr‐Armbrust, Janet 
Hagerty, Betty 
Hakins, Judith A. 
Hallenbeck, Katherine 
Hamilton, George 
Hamilton, Janet 
Hammons, Gertrude  
Haner, Bernice 
Hansberry, Sally 
Hansen, Barbara 

Current and Past Membership List 
A herculean effort was made by current Membership Chair Christine Cooper to record all past and current 
members of the Skagit Valley Genealogical Society from its inception in 1987. We know that a few folks 

could be missing, so we invite you to let us know who might need to be listed. 
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Hanson, Janis 
Hanson, Vernon 
Hanson, Vonda 
Harbert, Richard W. 
Harlow, Batya 
Harris, Barbara Klaus 
Harris,, J. Vernon 
Hart, Marjorie Anne  
Hart, Robert 
Hartsfield, Eric 
Hastin, Dale 
Hastings, Richard 
Hawker, Barbara 
Hawker, Jack 
Haworth, Betty  
Haworth, Ronald L. 
Hayes, John Milton 
Hayes, Rose Marie 
Hemley, Jean 
Hemley, Luanne  
Hendershot, Julia 
Hendershot, William 
Herman, Joan 
Herman, Marlys M. 
Hertz‐George, Carol  
Hesselgrave, Annie 
Hesselgrave, George 
Hildebrand, Eva Christine  
Hilsinger, Charles 
Hilsinger, Eula B. 
Hinds, Donna 
Hoffman, Elizabeth "Betty" 
Holbeck, Diane 
Hoogerwerf, Betty 
Hoppes, Dorothy 
Hoppes, Frank 
Houser, Carolyn M. 
Howard, Carleton J. 
Hubbard, Carol Marie 
Huddleston, Kitty 
Huguet, Coloma 
Hunsicker, Pauline Ida 
Hyde, A. T. 
Hyde, Georgina 
Ijams, Shirley F. 
Jackson, Anita 
Jaconetta, Sandra 
James, Barbara 
James, Johnny M. 
James, Julia 
James, Olga L. 
Jasper, Harriet J. 
Jenkins,  Harry 
Jenkins, Lucy 
Johnson, Barbara 
Johnson, Bette Jane 
Johnson, Dorothy 
Johnson, Jacqueline 
Johnson, Keith Vernon 
Johnson, Nancy 
Johnson, Nancy 
Johnson, Naomi 
Johnson, Ralph 
Johnson, Sharon ^^ 
Johnson, Stephen 
Johnson, Walter 
Johnson, Wilfred "Bill" 
Johnston, JoAnne 

Jones, Donald 
Jones, Janette  
Jones, Mary Ellen 
Jordan, Carol 
Julian, Carl 
Jurevick, Bette 
Justice, Virginia "jim" 
Kahns, Cheri 
Kaiser, Avalon 
Kaiser, Leland 
Kamb, John Jr. 
Kamb, Mary 
Kane, Peyton 
Keefe‐Hills, Norma 
Kelley, Mary 
Kelley, Tony 
Kennedy, Laura 
Klaus, Kenneth 
Knapp, Eloise M.  
Knapp, William 
Knorr, Jane 
Kott, Marjorie Ruth  
Kyle, Carmen 
Kyle, Cora 
LaBeur, Maria A. 
Lacer, Bernadene 
Lacer, Joe 
Lang, Georgia 
Lang, Marlene 
Langridge, Mary Ellen  
Langworthy, Margaret 
Langworthy, William 
Lara, Jacquelin Carole  
Larsen, Sharon 
Larson‐Morgan, Cathy Lee 
LaRue, Kristine 
Law, Beverly 
Learned, Miles 
Leasure, Fran 
Leatherwood, Evalyn 
LeBlonde, Joseph 
LeBlonde, Lois M. 
Lee, Marjorie 
Lee, Solveig Marie 
Lenning, Brad 
Lesser, Richard J. 
Libbey, Darlene 
Lind, Ethel J.  
Liston, Joyce 
Little, June E. 
Little, Robert 
Logan, John A. 
Long, Joan C. 
Lopez, Jaccqueline 
Lovett, Dale 
Lovett, Darlene 
Lucero, Ollie Marie 
Luvera, Lita 
Luvera, Paul 
Lynch, Barbara 
Lynch, Jerry A. 
Lynch, Ward 
MacAuley, John W. 
MacAuley, Kathleen S.  
Malidore, Donald 
Manatt, William 
Mancer, Michael John 
Mancer, Suellen Kay 

Mansfield, Jerry 
Mansfield, Mildred M. 
Manzanares, Claudia M. 
Maring, Diane M. 
Maring, Ernest C. 
Marion, John ^^ 
Marquart, Dollie 
Marshall, Margaret 
Martens, David B. 
Martens, M. Jo 
Mason, Henry 
Mason, Karen 
Mastne, Melvyn C. 
Matson, Lee 
Matson, W. Bruce 
Matthewson, Elsie Myrtle 
Mattson, Dr. John L. 
Maurice, Elizabeth "Betty" 
Mayer, Ann Leister 
McCord, William "Bill" 
McDaniel, Evelyn L.  
McFarland, Marsha 
McInnis, Jerry D. 
McIvor, Elaine 
McKenzie, Amanda  
McMonagle, Heidi 
McMullen, Bob 
McMullen, Genevieve 
Melcher, Joan 
Meyer, Betty Marie  
Meyer, Luanne H. 
Minter, Lynda 
Mitchell, Iola 
Mobley, Donald Lee 
Mobley, Sharon Marie  
Monroe, Jameas 
Moody, Barbara Jane  
Moody, Loretta 
Moore, Linda 
Morgan, Cathy Lee  
Morris, Helen M.  
Mowrer, James F. 
Mowrer, Jeannette Elaine  
Mowrer, Larry George 
Mulanax, JoAnn 
Muller, Catherine Virginia 
Muller, John Arthur 
Munck, Sally Joe 
Murray, Charles "Chic" Whitacre 
Murray, Mary Angle  
Neely, Muriel 
Neff, Velma Mae  
Nelson, Colleen  
Nelson, Frances Jean 
Nelson, Larry 
Nelson, Martha Mary  
Nelson, Nancy J. 
Niewiadomski, Sonja 
Nogle, Vivian 
Nolan, Tammy 
Obee, David 
Oglesbee Carol  
Oldershaw, Marian D. 
Deceased 
Orcutt, Lauretta Jean 
Orton, Julie . 
Osborne, Jaretta 
Osborne, Kevin 

O'Shea, Linda 
Ouellette, Paula 
Overby, Kimba 
Overby, William M. 
Owens, Carol. F. 
Owens, Donald 
Owens, Judith 
Owens, Linda 
Page, Tamara 
Painter, Judy 
Pallissard, Edwina C  
Pangburn, Donna 
Parks, Connie 
Parks, Ron 
Partington, Diane 
Paull, Beverly Maxine 
Peary, Jack 
Pedersen, Jane R. 
Pelkey, Jeanne 
Pelland, Mary Ann 
Pelland, Robert H. 
Penneke, Beverly (Pinneke) 
Penoyer, Lynn M. 
Perrault, Michael J. 
Perrault, Susan 
Perrin, Patricia 
Perry, Angel 
Perry, Janet Vicki 
Perry, Ron 
Perry, Scott 
Peters, Beverly 
Peterson, Joan "Jody" 
Peterson, Maxine 
Peterson, Sallie 
Phillips, John Richard "Dick" 
Piche', Carol A. 
Pilkinton, Hazel 
Pleas, Melvin 
Pleas, Patricia 
Pole, Linda 
Poppe, Carol E. 
Poppe, George J. 
Potter, Joan 
Price, Jimmie 
Putnam, Gary 
Quam, Richard E. 
Quinn, Janet 
Quist, Barbara Y. 
Rabenstein, Marilyn 
Raish, Doris K. 
Randles, Leora 
Raney, Frank 
Raney, Iona  
Rasar, Hazel LaVerne* 
Rasmussen, Sandra Kay 
Rathvon, Carolyn 
Ray, Judy 
Raymer, Malvina 
Ream, Billie 
Ream, Linda 
Rector, Carol 
Reid, Allen D. 
Reid, Barbara Ann 
Reid, Gerri 
Reid, Lionel W. 
Reiter, Suzanne Florence 
Richard, James C. 
Richardson, Linford Lawson, Jr. 



Skagit Valley Genealogical Society  August 2012 

  12 

Richardson, Nancy J. 
Ricketts, Barbara 
Ridgeway, Collie 
Ridgeway, George 
Ridgway, Deirdre 
Riggs, Patricia 
Ritchie, Cindy 
Roald, Elizabeth "Betty" 
Robertson, Diane 
Root, Donald H. 
Root, Sharon R. 
Rothenbuhler, Lorraine 
Rowe, Allen 
Rowe, Doris 
Royal, Daniel 
Royal, Lauretta 
Royal, Maureen 
Royal, Phil 
Ruble, Betsy 
Rude, J. Donald 
Rudy, Kimberly W. 
Ruhlman, John Jay 
Ruhlman, Nancy 
Rundgren, Peggy 
Rusing, Marjorie 
Russell, Jane E. ** 
Rutty, Joan Ann 
Ruxton, Norma L. 
Sackman, Mollie 
Sakuma, Grace 
Sakuma, Mary Y.  
Schacht, Mary 
Schacht, Richard 
Schommer, Paula M. 
Schulze, Rita 
Scoles, Larry 
Scoles, Shirley 
Scollard, Dorothy 
Seabury, Ramola 
Seabury, Wes 
Sears, Bonnie  
Sears, Gene 
Self, Margaret 
Shadbolt, John W. 
Sheean, Ruth Marie  
Shelby, Terri 
Shelly, Robert E. 
Shenk, Diana 
Simm, Florence 

Simm, James 
Simons, Susan 
Singleton, Georgia 
Singleton, Wm. M. 
Sinrud, Carleen Ann 
Sinrud, Douglas Herbert 
Smith, C. Lee 
Smith, Charlene 
Smith, Ollie F. 
Snaer, Marian 
Sneddon, Tami 
Soine, Candace 
Somawag, Eric 
Somawang, Eric 
Sparr, Laura ** 
Spence, Marian F. 
Spurling, John 
Spurling, Rebecca 
Stacey, Gordon 
Stacey, Portia 
Standfield, LaJean Ann 
Startin, Anne 
Startin, Denise 
Startin, Leo 
Stender, Gene 
Stender, Mary  
Stevens, Allen 
Stevens, Phil 
Stevens, Robin 
Steves, Julie 
Steves. James 
Stewart, Arnold** 
Stocker, Charles 
Stone, Donna 
Stoogsdill, Rose 
Strinden, Duane N. 
Strinden, LaDonna M. 
Stromberg, Patricia 
Stroschein, Eric 
Stroschein, Karen 
Stroud, James 
Stuart, Priscilla 
Stuart, Sherly R. 
Stuart, Todd D. 
Stuber, Vera** 
Suhr, Roy Maxwell 
Suhr, Sharon Ann  
Swapp, Al 
Swayne, Rosemary 

Swenson, Michelle 
Sygitowicz, Carlene 
Sygitowicz, Stanley 
Symonds, Barbara 
Tally, Marjory 
Tally, Russell 
Tartas. Betty 
Tate, Renee 
Taylor, Lynette 
Thein, Cathy 
Theodoratus, George J. 
Theodoratus, Lois M. 
Thilges, Rose L. 
Thomas, Dottie 
Thomas‐Maurice, Betty 
Thomson, Carol 
Thulen, Colleen ^^ 
Topper, Joseph 
Topper, Rosalie 
Towne, David 
Towne, Karen 
Trembly, Julia Ellen 
Trembly, Robert 
Triplett, Bertha 
Triplett, Ronald 
Tronaas, Ronald 
Trowbridge, Robert David 
Trowbridge, Trina Lori 
Tschida, Miriam 
Turner, Jaci 
Turner, Jack 
Udd, Al 
Udd, Joan Ardeth 
Ulm, John Francis 
Urdil, Terry Jean 
Van Houdenos, Donald 
Van Meer, Marvin 
Van Voorst, Dona 
Van Wieringen, Nola ^^ 
Vande Werfhorst, J 
Vande Werfhorst, M 
Vander Pol, Lynnette Ann 
Vander Pol, Tracy Lynn 
Vane, Floie Marie 
Vertrees, Donna 
Walden, Mary Jo ^^ 
Wallen, Evelyn 
Walters, Dawn Jewel 
Walters, Della M. 

Wasser, Lisa 
Watters, Katherine 
Weaver, Don 
Weaver, Marilyn  
Weeks, Barbara 
Weisman, Virginia Ruth 
Welch, Trudy 
Weldon,  David Harry, Jr. 
Weldon, Shelley J. 
Welty, Charles 
Werner, Amy 
Westdal, Charles 
Westdal, Polly 
Wheeler, Charles W. 
Whitaker, David Lee 
Whitcomb, Kenneth M. 
Whitcomb, Virginia 
Whitinger, Gary 
Whitney, Sharon 
Wiemerslage, Evelyn "Joyce" 
Wilde, Ruby 
Williams, Al 
Williams, Hal 
Williams, Michael 
Williams, Sereta 
Williams, Shirley 
Willis, Dorothy 
Willis, Kelly 
Wilson,  Margaret "Margie" 
Wilson, D. Jane 
Wilson, Paula J. 
Winge, Bonnie 
Wisnilski, Karen 
Witherspoon, Robert G. 
Wold, Lois ^^ 
Wolden, Mary Jo 
Woodall, Claude 
Woodall, Shannon 
Works, Marian Wyman 
Wray, Constance 
Wright, Lorene 
Wright, Phyllis 
Wright, Robert W. 
Young, Margaret W. 
Young, Richard 
Younger, Elaine 
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IN MEMORIUM 
 
Thomas H. Robinson, 74 of La Conner passed away June 5, 2012. He 
was born in Mount Vernon on January 26, 1938 to Harold M. and Theresa E. 
(McMackin) Robinson (of Sedro-Woolley), both children of early white settlers in 
Skagit County. Tom was reared on a dairy farm along the McLean Road in the 
flats west of Mount Vernon. 
 
He attended school from 1944 in Mount Vernon at the Roosevelt, Washington 
and Lincoln elementary schools; graduating from Mount Vernon High School in 
1956. In his senior year he took the World History course taught by Dr. Nor-
wood M. Cole at Skagit Valley College. 
 
Tom earned his Bachelor's degree in philosophy at Stanford University; a Mas-
ter's degree in history from the University of Washington; and a Doctor of Phi-
losophy degree (in British History) from the Claremont Graduate University. 
Between 1964 and 1973 he taught history and philosophy courses at Wenatchee 
Valley College. 
 
After completion of his doctorate he taught the same subjects for the University 
of Maryland's University College on numerous American military bases in East 
Asia, the western Pacific and also in Europe for over twenty years. He most en-

joyed teaching courses on the history of the American Revolution and on the history of political philosophy. 
 
At the time of his retirement in 1997 he was the director of the Maryland program in the Republic of Korea and the chair of 
the history and philosophy departments of Maryland's Asian Division. 
 
After retirement Tom at first lived in Seattle, but in 2002 he returned to his roots, settling in the town of La Conner. He was 
engaged in writing a history of the town of La Conner and of the neighboring La Conner Flats, seeking to illustrate by means 
of it the histories of American small towns in the years from the 1860's to the 1920's. He also served on the boards of the 
Skagit County Historical Museum, the La Conner Institute of Performing Arts and the Shakespeare Northwest Association. 
 
A graveside service will be held on Wednesday, June 13, 2012 at 11:00 am at Mount Vernon Cemetery. A reception will fol-
low in the Social Room at Kern Funeral Home. 
 
Memorial contributions may be made to the Skagit County Historical Museum, POB 818, La Conner, WA 98257-0818. 
Tom was a former member of SVGS and for a time our Heritage Historian. 
 

 
Skagit County Historical Society is pleased to announce the publication of 
“Bridgeside:  Selected Stories of Dick Fallis Skagit County Historian”.  Dick 
left a legacy of writings about the history of Skagit County through columns he 
wrote for Skagit Valley Herald, The Argus, Puget Sound Mail and elsewhere.  
“Bridgeside” is the 10th book in the Award-Winning series of Skagit County 
History books published by the Historical Society since 1970.  First copies of 
the book will be available at the Pioneer Picnic – August 2nd at Pioneer Park 
in La Conner.  “Bridgeside” will be available exclusively at the Skagit County 
Historical Museum store. 
 
The Museum is located at 501 S. 4th Street, at the top of the hill in La Conner. 

Admission: Adults $4, Seniors $3, Families $8. For more information call 360.466.3365 or visit www.skagitcounty.net/
museum 
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They Dig For Roots 
By Ginger Houston 

 It all began in 1978 when a group of eight friends, who were all researching their “family trees,” formed a study 
group to share their problems and solutions. 
 In January 1987, the Skagit Valley elected their first officers.  By the summer of 1988 there were 52 members and as 
they prepare to celebrate the society’s eighth birthday, membership has grown to 140 strong. 
 The Skagit County Genealogical Society’s mission is one of education and the preservation of historical sites and 
heritage materials.  The society has established a library of genealogical material at the Burlington Library.  A volunteer mem-
ber is on duty every Monday between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to assist members and the public gathering genealogical informa-
tion. 
 SVGS spends a portion of its budget each year on new books.  They have published The Pioneer Book of Skagit County 
as well as a newsletter.  They sponsor several genealogical seminars and special classes each year, including one for beginners.  
They also enjoy field trips to libraries and archives. 
 I have utilized their services several times over the past three years while researching various stories.  Most recently, 
the series of stories on Grandma Kavanaugh was greatly enriched through the efforts of SVGS members, John and Shirlee 
Fisher. 
 Not long ago a tombstone showed up at a small cemetery in another part of the state.  The caretaker of the cemetery 
contacted the SVGS for assistance.  Through their accumulated research the members were able to return the stone to its 
rightful place. 

 As a hobby, genealogical research is second only to stamp collecting. SVGS is a diverse group.  Some members are 
doing their research as faraway as Europe, while others are primarily interested in the records of their pioneer families right 
here in Western Washington. 
 The Skagit Valley Genealogical Society welcomes anyone interested in historical and genealogical research.  They 
meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month (except July, August and December) at 7 p.m., in the Good Shepherd Hall of the 
Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church, 1511 E. Broadway. 
 For additional information call John and Shirlee Fisher. 
  
  
  

Reprinted from Fidalgo Magazine/Mid Month – Wednesday, 
November 16, 1994 
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Skagit Valley Genealogical Society 
Website:  http://www.rootsweb.com/~wasvgs 

Publications for Sale 
Order Form  -  Please indicate quantity and title 
 
 
_____ Pioneer Book of Skagit County, Washington      An alphabetical listing of over 4000 Skagit County Pioneers 

whose deaths were recorded between 1926 and 1955.   Includes date, town and state where death occurred, plus 
additional  information on some individuals.  78 pages   $13.00   

   
_____ Skagit County, Washington, Death Records     An Index copied from the county ledger that is the only record of 

deaths from 1891 thru 1908, Alphabetically sorted by name of deceased, by father of deceased and by mother of 
deceased.  36 pages  $12.00   

 
_____ Skagit County, Washington, Index to Funeral Home Records   1908 - 1994    More than 44,000 names, alpha-

betically indexed, of all available funeral home records in the County.  Each person is listed with, as available, 
year of death, age at death, birthplace, mortuary reference and cemetery where  buried.    

  280  pages    $30.00  
 
_ 
____ Skagit County, Washington,  Index to Funeral Home Records  Volume 2   1994 – 2003  More than 8300 names, 

alphabetically indexed, of all available funeral home records in the county.  Each person is listed with, as avail-
able, name, age at death, date of death, funeral home and cemetery where buried, if available   120  Pages 

  $ 19 .00 
_ 
____  Skagit County, Washington,  Library Holdings of Skagit Valley Genealogical Society located at Burlington City 

Library current as of October 2004.  This includes a breakdown and identification of every category of books, 
journals and private family publications located in the SVGS collection.   58 pages   $9.00 

 
_____ Skagit County, Washington,  Cemetery Records  Volume 1 - Union Cemetery, Sedro Woolley, Washington  

1889-1992  an annotated Index of Burials, tombstone Inscriptions, Sexton Records, Cemetery Map, Section & 
Plat numbers with obituary and family information where available, including information on unmarked 
gravesites.   325 pages   $34.00        

 
_____ Skagit County, Washington, Cemetery Records  Volume 2- Green Hills Memorial Cemetery, Burlington, Wash-

ington  1900 - 1993   A listing of burials which includes a complete alphabetical index and information on 
unmarked gravesites, and a map of the cemetery.  175 pages   $24.00 

 
_____ Skagit County, Washington, Cemetery Records  Volume 3 - Grand View Cemetery, Anacortes, Washington  

1897-1999 A record of burials which includes a complete alphabetical index and information on unmarked 
gravesites, and a map of the cemetery.   220 pages   $29.00 

 
_____ Skagit County, Washington, Cemetery Records  Volume 4 - Pleasant Ridge Cemetery, LaConner, Washington 

1875-1999   a listing of burials which  includes a complete alphabetical index, and index of veterans and infor-
mation on unmarked gravesites, and a map of the cemetery.  100 pages   $19.00 

 
_____ Skagit County, Washington, Cemetery Records   Volume 5 - Mount Vernon Cemetery  1890-2000   A listing of 

burials which includes a complete alphabetical index, an index of veterans and information on unmarked grave-
sites, and a map (including sections) of the cemetery.  305 pages   $34.00 

 
_____ Skagit County, Washington, Cemetery Records   Volume 6 - Forest Park Cemetery, Concrete, Washington  

1908-2002  A listing of burials which includes a complete alphabetical index, and index of veterans and informa-
tion on unmarked gravesites, and a map of the cemetery.  46 pages   $14.00 

 
_____ Skagit County, Washington, Cemetery Records  Volume 7 - Bay View Cemetery, Bay View, Washington 1892-

2002   A listing of burials which includes a complete alphabetical index, an index of veterans and information on 
unmarked gravesites, and a map of the cemetery.    53 pages    $14.00 

 
____ Skagit County, Washington, Cemetery Records  Volume 8  -  Bow Cemetery,  Bow, Washington  1883-June 

2003   A listing of burials which includes a complete alphabetical index, an index of veterans, information on 
unmarked gravesites, and a map of the cemetery, including sections.   112   pages    $19.00 
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____ Skagit County, Washington, Cemetery Records  Volume 9 – Clear Lake Cemetery, Clear Lake, Washington  
1893-September 2003   A listing of burials which includes a complete alphabetical index, an index of veterans 
and information on unmarked gravesites, and a map of the cemetery.    47 pages      $14.00 

 
____ Skagit County, Washington, Cemetery Records  Volume 10  -  Edens Cemetery, Guemes Island, Washington 
  1888 – 2003  A listing of burials which includes a complete alphabetical index, an  index of veterans, informa-

tion on unmarked gravesites, and a map of the cemetery, including sections.  37 pages  $9.00 
 
____ Skagit County, Washington, Cemetery Records   Volume 11  -  Fern Hill Cemetery, Fidalgo Island, Wash-

ington    1893- 2003 A listing of burials which includes a complete alphabetical index, an index of veterans, 
information on unmarked gravesites, and a map of the cemetery.    131   Pages      $  19.00 

 
___ Skagit County, Washington, Cemetery Records Volume 12 - Fir-Conway Lutheran Church Cemetery, Conway, 

Washington   A listing of burials which includes a complete alphabetical index, and index of veterans, informa-
tion on unmarked gravesites, and a map of the cemetery.  82 Pages  $ 16 .00 

   
 
_____ 1885 Territorial Census, Skagit County, Washington     55 pages  $14.00      
 
_____ 1887 Territorial Census, Skagit County, Washington 74 pages   $14.00  
 
_____ 1889 Territorial Census, First State Census, Skagit County, Washington 150 pages  $24.00  
 
_____ 1892 Washington State Census for Skagit County, Washington   170 pages  $24.00 
 
------- 1910 Federal Census, Index for Skagit County, Washington  262 pages   $24.00 
 
_____ 1910 Federal Census for Skagit County, Washington (selected information), includes alphabetical index.   
  [In 3 ring presentation binder]      974  pages     $79.00 
 

_____ Generation to Generation Recipe Book      Recipes included represent the heritage of only a few of our mem-
bers.  Many have been passed from generation to generation, from mother to daughter, and even in some in-
stances, form mother to son and grandson.     87 pages     $9.00 

 

_____ Skagit County, Washington  PIONEER CERTIFICATE (visit our website or contact society for information 
and application forms)   Requires  documentation  of pioneer status.   $15.00 each certificate 

 

_____ 
    
 
Postage & Handling  is included in the price of the book. All publications are  8½ X 11”  in size except Recipe Book 
which is 8½ X 5½.   All publications are comb bound unless otherwise indicated by  description. 
 
Send order to:     Amount  enclosed  $ ________________   Send book(s) to:  
[please print clearly] 
 
Skagit Valley Genealogical Society           
        Name:____________________________________________ 
P O Box 715 
Conway, Washington  98238-0715       Address:  
_________________________________________ 
 
Revised  July 2012                             City, State, Zip Code:   
______________________________ 
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This Newsletter is published by the Members of SKAGIT VALLEY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY and is distributed free of charge to members.  A non-profit 
organization, membership is open to all persons interested in historical research, preservation and publications of genealogical interest. 

 
APPLICANTS NAME 
 
 

 
AREA CODE (                ) 
TELEPHONE NUMBER_____________________                  E-MAIL ADDRESS__________________________________ 
 
New Member____________   Renewal _____________  Previous Member_______________ 
 
FAMILY $ 20____________                             INDIVIDUAL $15_____  INSTITUTION $15_____________ 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - 2012 

ADDRESS STREET, CITY, STATE &  9 DIGIT ZIP CODE 

SKAGIT VALLEY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
MAILING ADDRESS 
Post Office Box 715 
Conway, WA. 98238-0715 
 
 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


