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President’s Message 

SVGS Library News 
 

It has been another period of generous donations being 

made to the SVGS Library collection. Recent donations 

include: Several New England region genealogy books 

from Bob Witherspoon’s estate. We are particularly 

pleased to have received his donation of “The Great Mi-

gration” books series. This series covers the early settle-

ment of Massachusetts from 1620 to the mid-1630s. Also, 

several books of interest to Connecticut, New Hampshire, 

and Maine researchers were included. 

 

JoAnn Duckworth’s estate also contributed another set of 

beautiful books. These books focused on Nova Scotia, 

Canada, Iowa and Ohio genealogy research. SVGS ex-

tends a sincere thank you to both the Whatcom Genea-

logical Society and the Duckworth family for their assis-

tance with these donations to SVGS’ library. 

 

Bill Melander donated books of interest to Norwegian and 

Swedish genealogy researchers and a series of Swedish 

American Genealogy magazines.  

 

Volunteers are always needed to help assist visitors to 

SVGS’ collection on Monday’s from 11am-1pm. For 

those of you new to SVGS, the genealogy library collec-

tion is located at the Burlington Public Library, 820 E. 

Washington Ave. The more volunteers we have on the 

team means the volunteers don’t need to sign up for a 

shift as often. The 3rd and 4th Mondays of the month are 

currently needed during the summer months. If you would 

like to volunteer or if you want to learn more about how 

you can help with the SVGS Library collection please 

contact Margie Wilson, 360-757-6224 or wil-

songm@frontier.com. We’d love to have you join the li-

brary team! 

 

Margie Wilson 

Library Committee Chair 
 

Hi, 

 

A year ago, I described how I flew out to see my parents 

in Casper, Wyoming.  This year my daughter and I drove 

out in my pickup.  Had a wonderful, wonderful trip and 

time with my folks.  They were so excited to see their 

granddaughter. 

 

Lots of things change in a year's time.  We  are not host-

ing the 2014 State Conference but instead are having our 

own Summer Seminar on June 14, 2014 at the Mount 

Vernon First United Methodist Church.  Hurry and regis-

ter before June 1th.  More details are available in this 

newsletter. 

 

The R.O.O.T.S. Project is winding down to its conclusion 

on this coming Thursday the 22nd of May.  If you can 

come, please do not miss the inspiring story of 15 stu-

dents working with genealogy mentors at the Burlington 

Public Library.  Check out our calendar on skagitvalley-

genealogy.org for more details. 

 

Our next major project after the summer break will be to 

start holding Beginner Genealogy classes.  I could really 

use some help in the development of curriculum, schedul-

ing, volunteers, etc.  “You do not have to be an expert in 

genealogy to help with this project.” 

 

SVGS needs to branch out throughout the county.  We 

need to try to involve Anacortes, LaConner, Sedro Wool-

ley and upriver Concrete. 

 

Finally,  I will not continue as President after this year.  

This fall we need to find and elect a new President.  I will 

continue on the board as Previous President.  I will be 

happy to mentor the new electee.  If you have any lean-

ings this way, please step forward.  The society needs 

you. 

 

President's Message 
 

 

 

 

 

George E. Ridgeway Jr 

SVGS President/Webmaster 
 

mailto:wilsongm@frontier.com
mailto:wilsongm@frontier.com
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   The Skagit Valley Genealogical Society Newsletter  ac-
cepts business card size advertisement. The cost will be 
$10.00 per issue and the editor can help put one together 
for you if you don’t have something ready. 
   If anyone would like queries or surnames to be posted in 

the newsletter, please send to... Ye Editor  

                 
 
 
President:     George Ridgeway 
 360-424-4427      4george30@comcast.net 
 
Vice President:    Carol Torset 
 360-856-2410    torset@comcast.net 
 
Secretary:      Muriel Neely  
                             
 
Treasurer:     Lois LeBlonde 
 360-293-7447  leblojf@frontier.com 
 
Past President:   Dottie Chandler    
 360-757-0966     dotcom10@frontier.com  
 
Archival Historian:    Dan Royal 
 360-826-6141  dmoroyal@earthlink.net 
 
Education:       OPEN   
 
Genealogist:     Diane Partington 
 360-336-5832  nonie.dl@comcast.net 
 
Librarian:     Margie Wilson 
 360-798-1681  wilsongm@frontier.com 
 

Membership:     Christine Cooper 
 360-202-9451  cooper2chris@yahoo.com 
 
Publications: :     Dan Royal         
 360-826-6141       dmoroyal@earthlink.net 

 
  
Newsletter:                           Dottie Chandler   
           360-757-0966        dotcom10@frontier.com 
 
Webmaster:         George Ridgeway 
 360-424-4427        4george30@comcast.net 
 
Projects :        OPEN  
  
    
Ways & Means:       OPEN 
 
 
Publicity:                 OPEN 
 
 
 Member at Large:               Rita Schultze 
 

      Special Committees 
 
Communications:   
                                              Hazel Rasar    

          svgsgenealogy@gmail.com. 

Nominating:          OPEN 
 
Audit/Budget:         OPEN 
  
     
Bylaws/Standing Rules:     Joe LeBlonde 
             360-293-7447            leblojf@frontier.com 
 
Refreshments:        OPEN 
 
 
Raffles/Door Prizes:          
                   
 
Special History   

Projects:         Dan Royal & Hazel Rasar 

 
 

SOCIETY EMAIL:        genealogy0715@gmail.com 

Your advice is needed. If you have suggestions of 

program topics for next year. Or if you just can't 

wait to present a program yourself, please contact 

Carol Torset at torset@comcast.net or 360-856-

2410. She will happily take your ideas to heart. 

 

mailto:svgsgenealogy@mail.com
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Burlington Public Library 
 

820 E Washington Ave 

Burlington, WA  98233 

Phone (360) 755-0760 

Email:  

blibrary@ci.burlington.wa.us  

Hours: Monday – Thursday 

11:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Friday & Saturday 

11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday – Closed 

SVGS Library Collection 
located here. SVGS Volunteers available on Mondays from 
11:00—1:00 to assist with questions.  
Margie Wilson—SVGS Librarian 

Comb Binding ...   
For members, The society owns a comb binding 
machine.  If you call Dan Royal @ 360-826-6141 
he will make arrangements to bind your pages 
into a book for you.    Cost is:  $1.00 per book to 
cover supplies. 

 

Skagit Valley Genealogical Society 

Upcoming Programs  

2014 

Needed New Volunteers 
Our genealogists is looking for new volunteers to 

train to help with research requests when she is 

gone.  If interested please give Diane Partington a 

call at 360-336-5832 or send her an email at 

nonie.dl@comcast.net 

 

May 27th @ 7:00 PM at the Burlington Senior Cen-

ter: "Recap and Outcomes of the ROOTS Pro-

gram" from the instructor's perspective presented by 

Linda Larabee. 

 

June 24th @ 7:00 PM at the Burlington Senior Cen-

ter: "Researching Land Records" by Cori Russell, 

Records Management Coordinator, Skagit County 

Records Management. 

 

September 23rd TBD 

 

October 28th  “Germans from Russia” by Jean 

Roth who is the AHSGR village coordinator of the 

Greater Seatlle Chapter of the American Histroical 

Society of Germans from Russia and she also is the 

VP of Seattle Genealogy Society. 

 

November 18th Brick Walls –What have you 

found this year and what would you like to see? 

Year-end meeting. 

  

Fred Meyer’s New Program 

 
Fred Meyer has rewards points, fuel points and now com-

munity rewards. This is a new program where you help 

decide which organizations Fred Meyer supports. They 

will donate up to $2.5 million a year. 

 
Customers can enroll online at www.fredmeyer.com/
communityrewards and link their Rewards Card to the 
organization of their choice. The customer will continue 
to receive reward points, rebates and fuel points.  
 
At the end of each quarter, Fred Meyer will make a dona-
tion to the participating nonprofits based on the accumu-
lated spending of the Rewards customers linked to each 
nonprofit. If you would like to learn more you can go to 
www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards. 
 
Skagit Valley Genealogical Society is enrolling in this 
program. 
 
Most purchases qualify for Community Rewards but 
some items are not eligible: Those excluded are: 
Prescriptions 
Fred Meyer Gift Cards and Kroger Co Family Store Gift 
Cards 
Green Dot Prepaid Reloadable Products 
Bottle Deposits  
Lottery Tickets and promotional tickets 
Money Orders 
Western Union 
Fuel  
Sales Tax 
Tobacco 
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NOTICE 
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10 Years in development 

Biographies in the words of the 

 families themselves printed in 

2 volumes. 

AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 2013 

  -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

City/Town: ______________________________________   State: _______________________________ 

Email address: _____________________________________________Phone:______________________ 

Volume One   # Copies ____ @ $45.00 =  $_______   Volume Two  # Copies ______ @ $45.00 = _______ 

Complete Set Volume One and Volume Two    # Copies _______  @ $75.00 

Pre-Publication pricing no longer available 
Make checks payable to SVGS or Skagit Valley Genealogical Society;  

mail to: SVGS, PO Box 715, Conway, WA, 98238-0715   

 or pay by  PayPal via our website :  www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasvgs 

Questions:  Contact Dan at  dmoroyal@earthlink.net  or call 360-826-6141 

Each volume approximately 350 pages 

SIZE:  8.25” X 10.5 “ 

BINDING:  SOFT PERFECT 

HARD BINDING AVAILABLE ON REQUEST  (˄ 
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The following press release comes from A Place for Mom, Inc.:    

SEATTLE, Wash., May 8, 2014 — According to a May 2014 online survey conducted by Harris Poll and commis-

sioned by A Place for Mom, Inc. (APFM), the nation’s largest senior living referral service, 28 percent of adults do not 

feel they know, or knew, their mother as well as they would like. U.S. Adults were asked which of the following topics 

they are/were interested in knowing about their moms:   Family history (e.g., genealogy, origins of the family)  

Personal history (e.g., childhood memories, dating history)  

Medical history (e.g. Health issues common with family members, life-threatening disease diagnosis)  

Life advice (e.g., view on aging, words of wisdom to share with children and grandchildren)  

Career highlights (e.g., significant work achievements, favorite job).  

The survey, which polled 2,058 U.S. Adults ages 18 and older, was commissioned by APFM to explore the relationship 

between adult children and their mothers and to emphasize the importance of learning more about a parent’s his-

tory.   Survey highlights include:   The top three things U.S. Adults wanted to learn were family history (64 percent), per-

sonal history (59 percent) and medical history (45 percent);  

42 percent of U.S. Adults were interested in hearing more life advice from their mothers, such as views on aging and 

words of wisdom to share with children and grandchildren;  

Out of the five topics presented, career highlights ranked the lowest at 23 percent;  

Men and women were both equally interested in knowing more about their mothers with 79 percent of males and 82 per-

cent of females indicating they are interested in learning more about their mothers  

“For Mother’s Day, we are encouraging adult children to learn more about their family history, beginning with their 

mothers,” said Sean Kell, CEO of A Place for Mom. “Making the effort to explore your ancestry can bring family mem-

bers closer together, provide important health information and help facilitate discussions about how parents envision 

spending the rest of their lives. This conversation can help families bridge the discussion to the more complex topic of 

senior care.”   To honor mom, APFM encourages families to take the time to learn about their personal, medical and fam-

ily history. Not only does this shed light on important pieces of information, it can also serve as a way to start the difficult 

conversation about senior care.   APFM recommends the following five questions to help start or continue the conversa-

tion:   What have you enjoyed the most about your life? Ask mom questions about her childhood, her college years or 

when she met her spouse. Find out what she enjoyed the most during these different stages of her life. Her responses 

could provide some insights into what she values the most and can pave the way for a discussion on how she would like 

to live the next stage of her life.  

What would you like to do or accomplish in the next five years? Whether it’s travelling, spending more time with family 

or learning new skills, this question can help mothers feel as though their opinion is valued. Furthermore, it can help adult 

children figure out what type of senior care or living arrangements they should consider in the future. There are many 

different types of niche communities available today that cater to different interests.  

What financial and legal documents should I know about? Knowing where and how to access important financial and 

legal documents can help the process of planning for senior care easier. Furthermore, information such as whether mom 

was previously married to a war veteran, or if she signed up for long-term care insurance, can help figure out budget pa-

rameters for senior care.  

Does our family have a history of illnesses? Being familiar with your family’s health history is important in anticipating 

potential health issues – for yourself and your aging parents.  

How can I help you continue to maintain the best quality of life? Starting the conversation about senior care is usually not 

easy. But reminding your parents that you are there to provide support and to help ensure a good quality of life during 

their senior years can help them feel in control.  

As part of their mission to encourage families to research their family history, A Place for Mom is offering the chance to 

win a one-year membership to Ancestry.com, the world’s largest online family genealogy resource. More information can 

be found on the A Place for Mom Senior Living Blog.   About A Place for Mom 

A Place for Mom, Inc. (APFM) is the nation’s largest senior living referral service with 300 senior living advisors provid-

ing resources and personalized assistance in finding senior living services. Using its nationwide network of nearly 20,000 

providers, APFM helps families find options based on a loved one’s stated needs, preferences and budget. This may in-

clude independent senior housing, home care, residential care homes, assisted living communities and specialized Alz-

heimer’s memory care. The service is offered at no charge to families as providers pay a fee to APFM. For more informa-

tion, visit http://www.aplaceformom.com, call 1-877-311-6099 or visit one of APFM’s social networks at Twitter, Face-

book, Google +, Senior Living Blog and Pinterest.   Methodology 

This survey was conducted online within the United States by Harris Poll on behalf of A Place for Mom from May 1-5, 

2014 among 2,058 adults ages 18 and older. This online survey is not based on a probability sample and therefore no esti-

mate of theoretical sampling error can be calculated. For complete survey methodology, including weighting variables, 

please contact kdela@hlgrp.com. 
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Who will you remember? 

 

It's finally here – on Monday 12 May, we're launching Lives of the First World War to the public. Read on to find 

out how you can get involved. 

Registering with Lives of the First World War 

On Monday, everyone will be able to register with Lives of the First World War, and start piecing together the Life 

Stories of millions of people. As the permanent digital memorial, it brings together material from museums, librar-

ies, archives and family collections. We need your help to explore those documents, to link them together, and to 

start telling the stories of the people behind them. 

You'll be able to start piecing together a Life Story with a source of evidence – perhaps a photo of a letter home, or 

an official death record. From there, you can start adding facts – like the date they died, or the names of their par-

ents, or even a family story about their experiences in the war. 

This is just the beginning. We are continually improving the site and we'll be adding great new features to help eve-

ryone discover and explore those Life Stories. This is a project of unprecedented scale, and we look forward to wel-

coming you on board. 

 

 

 

Launch day 

On Monday, we'll be talking about Lives of the First World War all over the place; join the conversation on Twitter 

and on our Facebook page. 

And if you want to read more about the project and the stories being uncovered, check out our blog – have you 

been keeping up with Rifleman Stephen Brown's letters home? 

Thanks, 

Lives of the First World War team 

Watch the video 
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This Newsletter is published by the Members of SKAGIT VALLEY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY and is distributed free of charge to members.  A non-profit 
organization, membership is open to all persons interested in historical research, preservation and publications of genealogical interest. 

 
APPLICANTS NAME 

 

 

 
AREA CODE (                ) 

TELEPHONE NUMBER_____________________                  E-MAIL ADDRESS__________________________________ 

 

New Member____________   Renewal _____________  Previous Member_______________ 

 

FAMILY $ 20____________                             INDIVIDUAL $15_____   

 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - 2011 

ADDRESS STREET, CITY, STATE &  9 DIGIT ZIP CODE 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - 2013 

SKAGIT VALLEY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
MAILING ADDRESS 

Post Office Box 715 

Conway, WA. 98238-0715 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


